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ACADEMICIAN MILAN LOJANICA EXHIBITION OPENING ADDRESS 
Ladies and gentlemen, respected participants in the International Conference on Architecture, esteemed authors of works presented in this exhibition and dear guests,

Architects have ever since communicated their ideas of space by visual means, drawings, three-dimensional presentations and models. They still do it in a traditional manner, but also in line with the knowledge and skills of their era. Modern architectural visual communication and the language of architecture are capable of communicating the most complicated thoughts and ideas about possible forms of built space, and that with so much plausibility as never before.

At this exhibition, we have the opportunity to see the most recent results illustrating such modern possibilities, as well as to get acquainted with the thoughts, ideas and skills of architects and their collaborators in minimum three significant areas: in the area of topics and contents they deal with, in the area of their creative capacity to organize and model their ideas, and in the area of their impression of their own role and accountability in today’s circumstances.

This exhibition convincingly argues that, thematically speaking, architects are today attracted by tasks on different spatial levels: they are interested in the topics of organization and modeling of large urban zones, specific city environments, as well as a series of typical individual concepts and purposes in housing, business, work, culture, education, science, recreation, leisure etc. Within the scope of these topics, we learn about many specific features, program-related, functional, aesthetic, technical etc, which are typical for the context that the projects refer to. 

Pluralism of ideas and forms that we see in this exhibition witnesses the diversity of issues which are today among the top interests for architects. What is more, all these works are definitely on the other side from the usual standards, routine, well experienced and well known models and recipes. In one words, they are characterized by common position reflected in the question: isn’t it high time for braver changes in architecture today, the ones relying on new discoveries and new sensibilities of the time?

Other activities within the scope of the meetings dedicated to architecture in the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts are also striving to answer this question. However, the gallery exhibition of ideas and researches is most directly addressed to wide audience, since it relies on easily accessible and generally understandable artistic language. Its message to such audience is the same as the one expressed in the overall program of this international conference. The conference focuses on relationship between tradition and modernness, between sustainability of ideas on architecture and possibility for their perpetually new interpretations and changes. 

Theoretical discourse, which is highly emphasized in the program of these meetings, is undeniably of utmost importance, yet there are other significant elements which can be expressed and interpreted by visual language characterized by particularly direct communication, specific eloquence, directness and convincing capacity, even more convincing than words. Artistic models, alike the scientific ones relying on a similar set of initial facts, actually strive to the same goal – shifting the limits of knowledge. 

Among tradition and innovation, among continuity and the need for constant changes, among memories giving rise to nostalgia and forecasts that speed up heart rate and excite, we hope that this exhibition will be a useful and pleasant experience for the visitors.

We need not underline the significance that each successful effort for identifying the future has for any future architecture. Actually, these meetings are entirely dedicated to such efforts and, within their scope, to a quite direct question: is the development of architecture today lagging behind the developments in other fields of science, art, philosophy? Today’s encounter with the topic ON ARCHITECTURE in SANU, the papers and discussions at the conference, as well as the works we are looking at on the walls of this gallery, they are all striving to answer this question. 

Let this exhibition be another stimulus for further activities of architects and for even firmer links and interrelation between science and art.

With these wishes, I am now declaring this exhibition open.

Academician Milan Lojanica
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